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UNLV’s Two Collegiate Venues the Thomas & Mack Center and Sam Boyd Stadium  
Continue to Rank in Top 20 Highest-Grossing Venues Despite Tough Economic Times 

 
Las Vegas, NV - The Thomas & Mack Center and Sam Boyd Stadium were the only university venues to 
rank in the top 20 highest-grossing venues in the world in their seating capacity categories in the 2009 
Venues Today Year-End Report issue.  The Thomas & Mack Center was ranked #18 in the 15,001-
30,000 seating capacity, and the Sam Boyd Stadium was ranked #14 in the 30,001 or more seating 
capacity.   
   
Venues Today, a trade publication for sports and entertainment facilities, ranks venues by gross 
internationally. The rankings are based only on special one-time or multiple-day ticketed events, and 
athletic event ticket sales are not added to this report.  The Thomas & Mack Center has consistently 
ranked in the top 20 highest-grossing venues in the 15,001-30,000 seating capacity.  
   
Daren Libonati, executive director of the Thomas & Mack Center, Sam Boyd Stadium and Cox Pavilion, 
and his team have always been in the practice of thinking of innovative ways to bring customers through 
the doors of their venues, and with the struggling economy last year, it was an even greater challenge to 
bring in new and creative events that would continue to generate revenue as well as be affordable to 
locals.   
 
“We have established a business culture that understands the needs of our Las Vegas Strip hotel 
partners, while also serving and producing a diverse line-up of family entertainment for our local 
community,” Libonati said.  “We are very proud to have hosted so many great events in our unique 
college venues."  
 
In addition to the usual roster of special events at both venues, which includes family shows, Monster 
Jam, Supercross, Wranglers National Finals Rodeo, NBA Summer League, and Professional Bull Riders, 
new events were created to offset the struggling economy.   
 
The Thomas & Mack Center promoted and hosted a successful $25 Concert Series last summer, bringing 
in acts such as Styx, REO Speedwagon, and Judas Priest, and charging only $25 for every seat in the 
house.  Libonati and his team also partnered up with the United Football League to promote and host the 
Las Vegas Locomotives at the Sam Boyd Stadium, as well as the inaugural United Football League 
Championship game in November.  In addition to these new and creative events, Libonati was able to 
secure Miley Cyrus at the Thomas & Mack Center, and U2 at Sam Boyd Stadium for their 360° Tour, 
which sold out the stadium within a couple of days. 
     
Venues Today also reported top ticketed events in its Year-End Report issue. The Thomas & Mack 
Center hosted two out of the top 15 highest-grossing events, with its Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 
topping the chart as the highest-grossing ticketed event in the world, and Professional Bull Riders World 
Finals coming in at #14.  
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